Volume 16 Issue 4

April 2016

The Proclaimer

Metolius Friends Community Church
E-Mail: metoliusfriendschurch@crestviewcable.com
Phone: 541-546-4974
I don’t know about you, but “March Madness” was not a term I used only for the NCAA Men’s College
Basketball Tournament this year. This past month was a busy year… There are times in life when things seem to
rush by, when we are so busy life turns into a constant blur. These seasons typically (and hopefully) come and go,
ebb and flow, or as my daughter likes to say now, “Back and forth, back and forth, back and forth.”
And with these seasons of life coming and going, I think we can get caught in the mindset of always
assuming things will continue moving forward. Sometimes moving very fast and at other times slower, yet still
progressing. This is why I think delays or stops are so hard for us in life. We expect to continue moving forward,
and when something prohibits us from doing that our expectations run into the wall.
Since March was so busy for me, I knew I needed a day away to recuperate and rest. Audrey, Charlotte, and
I took off and headed to Portland for a quick trip over the mountain. As we were driving up Mount Hood I saw a
sign that said EXPECT DELAYS. “Oh great,” I thought to myself, “There goes my day away. Now I’m going to
spend it sitting in my car waiting on road construction.”
And sit we did. But it was only for about 15 minutes. And as I sat there and thought about delays in life
God began to remind me that sometimes delays are for our good. Sometimes God plans delays to happen to us for
several reasons; to protect us, to bring something to completion before we are allowed to move forward, to grow us
deeper spiritually and emotionally, etc…
In the book of Habakkuk God tells him, “These things I
plan won't happen right away. Slowly, steadily, surely, the time
approaches when the vision will be fulfilled. If it seems slow, do
not despair, for these things will surely come to pass. Just be
patient! They will not be overdue a single day!” When you
experience a delay in your life, remember that it might be God
trying to teach you something.
May we see our delays as God’s discernment,
Pastor Jadon

April 10th will be a Missions Themed Potluck. Take a look at the
Missions Map in the Fellowship Hall and choose one of the countries
that represents one of our missionaries and create a dish from that
country. If you can’t make a foreign dish, please bring anything you
wish to contribute. This is an all church potluck, so please bring
enough to share with everyone. Please label your dish so we know
what country and food you chose.

April 10th is our Quarterly Meeting for Business. This is a time
after our Potluck to hear from our Ministry Teams about what is
happening in our church. Everyone is encouraged to stay for this
meeting as we are all a part of the decisions being made.

A Work Day has been planned for April 16th beginning at 9:00
a.m. and a lunch will be provided. A list of projects has been
posted on the bulletin board. If you have some time and can
come for part or all of the day, that would be great.

1st - Kendra Moore
3rd - Kevin Canaday
4th - Jim Cloud
5th - Debbi Brown
Elizabeth Miller
13th - Sharon Brackett
15th - Travis Farrester
16th - Allen Kendall
18th - Wes Graves
22nd - Andrew Leeper
Margaret Winters
26th - Becky Chase
30th - Stuart Griffith

8th - John & Jennifer Hatfield

The last couple of times that we've attempted to put
on an Alpha class it has not went well. A lot of things
going on in our friends lives that makes them not have
time for things like Alpha courses and things that take
a regular amount of time up for a weekly course, kind
of what we've discovered.
One of the things I believe we are going to try to
do for now is offer Alpha as a small group class or
lessons so that it can continue on in our normal church Bible studies.
One of the things I would like to see is for someone in the group or
the Bible study to have completed Alpha, at one point or the other. It
doesn't mean that it can't be done as I have leadership class material to
train Alpha leaders that could actually be part of the first few classes as
well as starting Alpha or you can get a hold of me and we can talk
about other options.
I also am thinking of doing Alpha as a home study group and there
are several Alpha leaders in the church that would probably be glad to
come to a Bible study or be talked into leading one. Please pray for
Alpha as well as all our small groups that we make sure we stay up on
what God wants for us.
I know for me being obedient to our Lord is very important. I love
all of you and look forward to talking to any of you about Alpha.
Lee Farrester

This last month has been a month of many blessings for Amanda and me.
We have seen our youth grow in ways that only God can change people, and we
have youth asking questions about God who had wanted nothing to do with Him
just months ago. We have seen God work, and we have seen Him work massive
changes in youth who desperately need change. It has been wonderful to see the
work of our Lord and Savior, and I am so thrilled we serve a God so faithful to
the hurt and the broken.
Another way we have seen God working has been the relationships are
high schoolers are building with our middle schoolers. Without asking, our
high schoolers have willingly gone out of their way to build relationships with
students much younger than themselves. We have fantastic upperclassmen who
have taken a role of leadership. The beauty of the way they lead is the humility
they have taken in the process of leading. They have truly embraced the role
of servant-leaders, and it has been done all on their own terms. They go out of their way to help Amanda and me
serve our middle school students, and it has taken so much pressure off to know we have high schoolers who want
to step up and help in any way they can. We may be sitting down and having a conversation, and one of our middle
schoolers will stand up and start wandering around. Before either Amanda or I have the chance to talk to them to
see how they are doing, one of our older students gets up to do it. They are able to connect and get through to
students that are several years younger than they are. It has been a wonderful process to watch, and I look forward
to seeing these relationships between our older and younger students develop.
I also wanted to share a little bit about the material we are studying. We have started talking about Abraham
and Sarah and certain aspects of their time on Earth and their relationship with God. We are looking at a common
theme among the patriarchs and how each of them responds to the promises that God makes them. This is a theme
that we are studying in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. We also wanted to study Joseph in that group of people as well.
People respond differently to promises made to them, and the difference in those responses is what we are currently
studying. Abraham was promised a son of his own flesh and blood. After aging for quite some time, he and Sarah
take matters into their own hands and have a son through Hagar. They get impatient with God’s promise, and they
act in their own timing. God’s timing is perfect, and that is the message we are trying to get across to our students
through the studying of this specific material.
Overall, it has been a great month. We have seen our youth grow in ways that only God can accomplish, and
we are confident that God has told us to teach what we are teaching. We are seeing our students respond to what we
are teaching, and it is truly a blessing to witness the spiritual growth from our students so closely to their lives. Be
praying that Amanda and I do not take matters into our own hands. Pray that we continue to allow God to speak
through us, and that we do not silence God through our own human desires to change lives by our own accord. God
is the reason for the growth we have seen in our students, and we want to see God continue to work. I would like to
close this piece in a Scripture verse. The verse is Isaiah 64:8:
“Yet you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand.”
~ Michael Vance

Looking Ahead To Summer Camps
Girls Camp (for girls entering 4th-6th grades in fall 2016)……………….…...July 3-8
Boys Camp (for boys entering 4th-6th grades in fall 2016)…………......…..July 17-22
Tween Camp (for youth entering 7th-9th grades in fall 2016)………......….July 10-16
Surfside (for youth completing 8th-12th grades in spring of 2016)……….August 7-13
Family Camp Labor Day Weekend…………………..…………………September 2-5
Men’s Retreat………………………………………..……………….September 16-18
Women’s Retreat…………………………………………….September 30-October 2
All Church Family Campout at Walton Lake……….………………………………………………..August 26-28

Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Morning Worship
6:00 pm Evening Bible Study
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