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A few weeks ago my little family and I were able to get away to the Columbia River
Gorge and do some hiking. It was like stepping into a different world compared to our normal
surroundings. Rainforest everywhere! We hiked passed numerous waterfalls with lush green
ferns and towering trees all around us. The beauty of the entire area was almost hard to take in
because it was everywhere. I am continually being blown away by how gorgeous God made
Central Oregon and the surrounding area.
This was our first time to really stop and take in all that the Gorge has to offer. And as we
were hiking there were times where we were really quite close to I-84, and I was struck with the
fact that 90% (my estimation) of the people who pass through the Gorge do so at 70-80 miles
per hour and they miss so much. They see the surface of it all, but never experience anything
beyond that. Now, up until a few weeks ago I belonged in this 90% category. Every other time
we have driven through the Gorge it was to get somewhere else, and I am all about “making
good time” when I’m driving.
God has kept bringing this back into my thoughts over the past few weeks, and He began
to show me that there are times where I am flying by at 70 miles per hour in my life and I miss
what He has for me. Wing Mandao, a Chinese pastor, said, “We have so much to do that we
never really commune with God as He intended in the Garden of Eden.” Intimacy with God
requires stillness, attentiveness, and silence. You must get off life’s busy freeway to grow closer
to God.
Even when we are trying to connect with God we rush it sometimes don’t we? We try and
squeeze our devotions down to 10 or 15 minutes. We get antsy when the worship service starts
to go past 12:00. We pray quickly so we can start eating as soon as possible. But when we
hurry through life and spiritual practices that can bring us closer to God we miss out on so much
that God has to offer. We only skim the surface. And we wonder why God might seem to feel
distant.
The well-known ending to Psalm 46 can be a verse that can put the brakes on our
hurriedness, return us to our center, and help us slow down to see all that Jesus is doing around
us. “Be still, and know that I am God.”
I would encourage you to practice getting off the freeway of life and getting away with
Jesus. Who knows all the things you will see and learn from Him? Who knows what blessings
are awaiting us if we would stop long enough to actually see them? I pray that we may move off
the beaten path, and take a “spiritual scenic route”.
Pastor Jadon

Minister of Children’s Programming
Thank you and thank you again for allowing me to take up the challenge of reaching
children with the message of God’s love. I believe we have the talent and the heart to
minister to children of all ages. With God’s help and leading I believe we will see
miraculous things happen in our area.
At this point I feel like an equipment manager for a team ready to get into the game.
Scripture tells us to Equip the Saints for good works. Ephesians 4:11,12 “And He gave
some as apostles, and some as prophets and some as evangelists, and some as pastors
and teachers. For the equipping of the saints for the work of service, building up of the
body of Christ.”
Working with the Christian Education Ministry Team we have begun to build our
equipment locker and get ready to get into the game. By the time this article is
published we will have selected curriculum that is user friendly and effective.
We have people who have indicated they are willing to teach and have a heart for
children, the only thing missing is you. We still have need for more teachers, you can
help equip us by praying for your Children’s Ministry team, and let others know we as a
church are ready to serve the children of this community.
I will finish with a prayer by Tom Mullen: “O God, help us to suffer little children
when they come to us during Sunday School. Open our minds to the best teaching
methods available, but help us to be faithful to children by being faithful to You.
In Jesus name. Amen
Dayton Durley
25th - Raeanne Slaght
Patricia Copeland
30th - Nelda Read
31st - Charlotte Cloud

August 7th,
Beginning at 10:00am
Community Worship Service
At Sahalee Park in Madras
Everyone is invited to come.
Bring chairs or blankets to sit on.
We will be having no church services
at our church this day.

Our Community
In the Park
Sahalee Park,
Madras
August 6th
9:00am to 4:00pm
We are still in need of volunteers
to help with the automotive care.
Please contact Pastor Jadon.

1st - Baylor Drago
3rd - Kim Macy
7th - Sharon Macy
R.J. Kaleo
Austin Phillips
8th - John Hatfield
13th - Janet Rose
15th - Don Henderson
17th - Sara Slaght
18th - Angie Henderson
19th - Cindy Stanfield
20th - Janice Alexander
Ashlyn Leeper
Brayden Macy

11th - James & Kim Macy
16th - Norm & Margaret
Winters
17th - Lee & Fawn
Farrester
20th - Dan & Michele
Quinn
27th - Scott & Angie
Leeper

Youth Event: Mt. Hood Adventure Park
August 13 10:00 a.m. (Mt. Hood)
Pastor Jadon and Audrey will be driving the van to Mt. Hood Saturday
morning. There is a Alpine slide, summer tube hill, ski lift, bungee
trampolines, rock climbing, mini-golf and more.
All Middle School and High School are invited.
More details will be coming as there will be some cost.

Twin Rocks
Friends Camp
Schedule
Family Camp September 4 - September 7 (Labor Day Weekend)
Men's Retreat September 18 - 20
Women's Retreat October 2 - 4

Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Morning Worship
6:00 pm Evening Bible Study
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