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I had the opportunity this past month to write an article for the Madras Pioneer. This was part of their
“Faith Page” that they publish once a month. Praise the Lord that a newspaper will still allow and even ask for
input from the Churches in the area. If you didn’t get a chance to read the article, I have reposted it below for this
month’s Proclaimer. And if you did read it, I would encourage you to read it again because it generally takes
more than once for God to get our attention!
Pastor Jadon

Since this is my first time writing in the Madras Pioneer, I thought it would be good to introduce myself to all of you reading this. My name is Jadon Ross and I am the Pastor at Metolius
Friends Community Church. My family and I moved here in December of 2015, and let me just
say that I love living in Central Oregon. It has many of my favorite things: Farming (I grew up in
Kansas), mountains (My wife is from Wyoming), good coffee, wide open spaces, and genuine
friendly people.
Last week I came across something that I will call the “Leaky Toilet Syndrome”, and I
want to share it with you. Now you’re intrigued aren’t you? I have had a defective flapper on my
toilet for roughly the last two months, and I can probably guess what you are thinking, “Why did
he not fix that two months ago?” Well, it was one of those things that wasn’t too high up on my
priority list, and even though it was a nuisance it didn’t require my immediate attention. Finally, I
picked up a new flapper for $2.35 at Walmart, went home and installed it in two minutes, and just
like that, no more leaky toilet.
I thought about how simple that was, I realized that we can sometimes have the tendency to
do things like this in other areas of life as well. I was lucky that a bigger problem didn’t happen
because I put fixing the flapper on the back burner. We can put off conversations that need to
happen to restore relationships, we can delay decisions that if done early on would have prevented headaches later, we can ignore a small issue in our personal life but it will only grow. It’s
like the one dandelion in your yard. If you don’t take care of it then, you will have a yellow yard
later.
As a Pastor, I tend to relate things like this to my spiritual life as well. We can ignore God’s
calling on our lives, we can put Him on the back burner, and we can say, “Oh, I’ll get right with
God later,” or, “I’ll go to church next week.” All the while we are missing out on what God
wants to do in our lives, and who knows there might even be problems that are growing. There’s a
passage of Scripture in Proverbs that says, “Don’t put it off; do it now! Don’t rest until you do.”
That would be my encouragement to you, don’t leave God for tomorrow, turn to Him today.

Minister of Children’s Programming
I am excited to hear Jadon’s series on what’s not in the Bible. Last Sunday’s topic really spoke to Sandy and I.
Much of our Christian life has been lived knowing that we couldn’t do it on our own. I am taking liberty with a
quote we have lived out. “God has never let us down but sure has scared us a few times.”
Answering God’s call on our lives was a big step of faith as we found ourselves doing things we could never do on
our own. And once again we are stepping out in faith taking on the role of MCP at Metolius Friends Community
Church.
I know it’s only October, but I am reaching out for help from all of you and I am convinced God will help us complete the task. When I took this position one of the things laid on my heart was to put on a Christmas program
involving the whole church. The program that appealed to me was “Bethlehem…Nothing Ever Happens Here.”
The program points out that something very important and exciting did happen in a small town of no significance.
The Christmas program tells the Christmas Story but also points out how the birth of Christ can make something
happen here.
I believe it is important to get out the real story of Christmas especially to those who don’t normally associate
Christ’s birth with Christmas. There is even a push to eliminate the word Christmas and substitute it with “Happy
Holidays”
Christmas is more than Frosty the Snow Man, The Grinch, Christmas Family Vacation, or even Santa riding an
electric razor down a snow bank. Don’t get me wrong all fun stuff but not the real story of Christmas.
God will supply at least 26 people from our church; Musicians, Shepherds, Inn Keeper and his wife, small children
with flowers for Mary, Joseph and Mary, Two young boys full of mischief (not in the Bible), Angels, Wise Men,
two reporters from the Daily Bethlehem (not in the Bible), Stage director coaches, set makers, costume makers,
and everyone helping get the word out.
It is my hope that God would lead a few families to check it out. In your mind how many non-church families
would it be worth to see come?
Remember we are not helping ourselves we are accepting God’s help because we need it.
Dayton

Operation Christmas Child Shoebox
has begun.
Please bring your filled shoe boxes to the church and
leave them on the alter by November 13th, the final
collection date. We will have a prayer of blessing over the
boxes that day. Please remember to include your $7 donation
per box for shipping.

Thanksgiving Potluck Dinner
November 13th
Immediately following the service
This year only the meat has
been provided and will be
prepared by Augusta Davis. We
are asking everyone else to
bring their favorite Thanksgiving
side dish and dessert to share.
This is a family time.
Everyone is welcome!

2nd - Audrena Phillips
4th - Dirk Dinkel
15th - Amanda Vance
17th - Kim Henrichs
22nd - Larry Brown
Tia Powell
23rd - Ed Macy
25th - Hally Moore
26th - Alonzo DuPont
27th - Matt Moore
29th - Janet Raines

5th - Jim & Lynne Cloud
26th - Jadon & Audrey Ross
30th - Mike & Milne Macy

Sunday
9:45 am Sunday School
10:45 am Morning Worship
6:00 pm Evening Bible Study
6:00 pm Youth Group
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