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WORDS FROM OUR PASTOR
New Year’s Resolutions In
March?

stopping or giving up on the ones

perfectly. Both of these views are

that are not “perfect”. Have you

not how God intends for us to enter

heard the saying, “Progress over

into a relationship with Him or have

New Year’s Resolutions? Seems

perfection?” This small phrase and

a relationship with Him.

like a strange question to ask at the

change in mindset can have large

end of March, but I’m venturing to

implications in our lives.

How are you doing on your

guess if you made any resolutions

One of my 2018 goals is to

Romans 5:8 says, “But God
shows his love for us in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for

or goals for 2018 you might have

read one book every month.

us.” This means that we don’t have

already missed the mark. Or you

Coming to the end of March, I have

to be perfect, God loves us right

might have already forgotten what

started three books and I haven’t

where we are. It also means that

you wanted to accomplish this year! finished any of them yet. If I would

He loves us enough to not let us

If you are on track with your

have quit at the end of January

stay where we are. He wants to see

resolutions/goals/accomplishments

because I hadn’t even finished the

progress in our lives. Philippians

I congratulate you because you are

first book, I would have already

1:6 says, “And I am sure of this,

statistically in the top 8% of the

missed out on what I have gained

that he who began a good work in

country.

from starting the other two books.

you will bring it to completion at the

Oftentimes we stop moving forward

day of Jesus Christ.”

I made some goals for
myself this year; some personal

in something because we haven’t

growth, some professional growth,

been perfect at it, or we don’t even

He will continue to work on until it is

and some for fun. And you know

start something because we think

finished. Progress over perfection.

what? I am on track with some, and

we need to be perfect before we

Make the choice today to start your

I am behind on others, but I am not

begin.

relationship with God if you haven’t
Some people take this and

WHAT’S INSIDE

What God starts in your life,

yet, He wants you just as you are.

apply it to their relationship with

Read the Bible, make plans to

God, thinking they have to be

attend a local Church for Easter, tell

perfect before even coming to Him.

God that you are ready to start your

Others start their relationship with

journey with Him. Don’t miss out on
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God only to stop because they get

what God has in store for your life
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discouraged that things aren’t going by not taking that first step.
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BIRTHDAYS

FELLOWSHIP OPORTUNITIES

3rd - Kevin Canaday
4th - Jim Cloud
5th - Elizabeth Miller
13th - Sharon Brackett
16th - Allen Kendall
18th - Wes Graves
22nd - Andrew Leeper
25th - Arthur Phillips
26th - Becky Chase
30th - Stuart Griffith

ANNIVERSARIES
8th - John & Jennifer Hatfield

April 1st our Brunch will
begin at 9:30am and end at
10:15am, to have time for
cleanup. This is a Potluck,
please bring your breakfast
dish before 9:30 so we can have the table
ready to start eating. Everyone is invited!

Metolius Friends
Community Church
575 Hood Ave
Metolius, OR 97741

Graze & Praise
April 7th
5:00pm to 7:00pm
At the home of James and Kim Macy
5628 SW Macy Ln, Culver

541-546-4974
E-mail: metoliusfriendschurch@crestviewcable.com
Web: metoliusfriends.church
Facebook: MetoliusFriendsChurch
Digital Bulletins: faithlife.com/metoliusfriends/bulletins

The evening will begin with a Spaghetti Potluck
dinner. After dinner Kim will lead the group in
contemporary praise songs on the piano.
Please RSVP to Kim, 541-350-2257
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WORDS FROM OUR CHILDREN’S MINISTER

Ramblings of the Minister of Children’s Programming
I find it interesting that the older I get the more questions I have. Finding answers
is not always easy. There are times when you think you have the right answer,
but you were wrong. Let me give you an example: Upon picking up our rental car
in Kona Hawaii I turned on the lights and loaded up and headed for our destination
about 75 miles away. I did notice that I couldn’t keep the lights on high beam, but
journeyed on in spite of the inconvenience. About 50 miles out of Kona, I noticed
a police car had pulled out and turned on his blue light. I pulled over and he was
very understanding but let my know my tail lights were not on. My window was down and he
changed the setting on my headlight switch and let me know that I had chosen day light headlight
setting. He then sent me on my way. I thought I knew how to turn on my headlights, but there
were 5 different settings to choose from. Thought I knew the right answer didn’t count.
Our world has become more confusing in choosing the right answer. The world has blurred the
lines between right answers and the wrong answer when it comes to God. We have redefined
what sin is by changing the definition on so many things. I propose we have redefined marriage,
and family just to name a few. The world would rather change or redefine something rather than
offend.
I believe it all started with the bite of the fruit that enabled us to be “like God”. The challenge is to
look at God’s Word to define right and wrong. Not an easy task as in doing so it may reveal what
we need to redefine in our lives so we aren’t our own god. Let us be an example of order in our
lives according to our Lord. Sin brought chaos to our world. Forgiveness was God’s plan to bring
order back to this world. Only Jesus death can bring about that forgiveness in our lives and order
back to our chaotic lives. I believe that is part of being salt and light in a world filled with chaos
that sin brought into this world.
Dayton

SERVING OTHERS

AT
Metolius Depot
Friday, April 6, 2018
Volunteers come at 3:00pm.
Registration at 4:00pm.
Food Delivery at 4:30pm.

April 15th, we
encourage
everyone to
stay for a
Potluck lunch and our Meeting
following. Please bring a main
dish, salad or dessert to share.
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